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Robust and integrated approach to fight climate change
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C&T revenues : 
6,4 G$CAN to date since 2013
Fully reinvested in climate action



Broad Scope

Québec’s GHG emissions in 2019 = 84 Mt CO2e

C&T Covered sectors (approx. 80% of QC’s total GHG emissions):
- Elecrticity
- Industry (large industrial emitters)
- Transports
- Buildings

C&T Uncovered sectors/sources:
- Small indutry below threshold
- Some industrial gases
- Agriculture
- Waste



Offset credits for compliance under QC’s C&T program
Limited to 8% of compliance

Only domestic offset credits issued by QC or CA are allowed to be used for compliance

QC’s offset protocols:
- Covered Manure Storage Facilities–CH4 Destruction
- Destruction and treatment of methane from landfill sites
- Destruction of Ozone Depletinf Substances (Halocarbon destruction projects)
- Active Coal Mines–Destruction of CH4 from a Drainage System
- Active Underground Coal Mines–Destruction of CH4 from Ventilation Air

Under development / considered
- New forestry protocol (Afforestation and reforestation on public lands)
- Afforestation and reforestation on public lands
- Fuel substitution in the marine transportation sector
- Refrigeration system conversion

To date: 1.3 million offsets credits issued since 2013 for projects in Québec
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Offset credits for compliance under QC’s C&T program
Criteria (1 of 2)

Additional–they do not occur under a business-as-usual scenario and go beyond the 
legal requirements that are in effect under current practices. Moreover, in the WCI 
regional market, all GHG emission reductions and removal of GHG are required to go 
above and beyond the most stringent currently applicable regulations among the ones 
in use by WCI partner entities (regional regulatory additionality).

Real/quantifiable–they are quantifiable based on reliable and scientifically 
recognized methods that are reproducible, up-to-date, adapted to the particular 
sources of emissions and removal of the project; take into account local and specific 
conditions; are conservatively quantified, taking into account uncertainty and applying 
reduction coefficients needed to avoid overestimation; do not lead to leakage, i.e. 
increasing GHG emissions elsewhere that would negate, in whole or in part, the 
climate benefits of the project.



Offset credits for compliance under QC’s C&T program
Criteria (2 of 2)
Permanent–they cannot be reversed (i.e. a GHG destruction project) or, if potentially 
reversible (i.e., a CO2 removal project), conditions and methodologies are prescribed 
to ensure a 100-year climate benefit associated with the issued CO2 removal credit. A 
“ton-year” type quantification methodology was selected as the approach for ensuring 
the 100-year climate benefit in the cap-and-trade offset credit feature for potentially 
reversible projects. To learn more about the selected approach, see the presentation 
document in the work in progress section below.

Verifiable–they are fully and sufficiently documented to enable a verification 
organization accredited to objectively determine whether or not the GHG emission 
reduction and/or removal of GHG project meets applicable requirements 
and standards.

Unique–they relate to a single credit issued under a single program, are used only 
once for compliance or emission compensation and are not declared by more than one 
government entity in order to reach its GHG target.


